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the Mahratta chiefs^ or recommended by their no-
tions of morality. If any proof were wanting, that
these enterprises of the Pindarees were under-
taken in concert with the Mahratta powers, it
might be found in the circumstance of the latter
having afterwards chosen the particular moment
of our prosecuting measures for the suppression
of the predatory associations, to rise themselves
against the British supremacy. Without some as-
surance of such support, whenever our strength
should be put forth against them, the Pindaree
leaders would scarcely have commenced, at this
particular juncture, a plan of systematic depreda-
tion, pointedly aimed at the only power they had
reason to fear. And if the plan of directing the
Pindarees against us originated in the councils of
the Mahratta durbars, it must be traced to in-
trigues anterior to those which accompanied and
followed the discussions at the Poona court; al-
though these may doubtless have helped to ex-
asperate tfee national feeling against us.

A brief notice of the intrigues that passed in
the season of 1815-16, will here, perhaps, be ac-
ceptable* While the Peshwa was hesitating whe-
ther to abandon Ms favourite or the British al-
liance, he wa& naturally desirous of* ascertaining
how far he might reckon on the other Mahratta
courts. He accordingly had taken measures to
sound the Bhoosla and Sindheea; but the answer
of neither arrived until Bajee Rao had been